8540 FREE AND REDUCED RATE MEALS

The Board of Education recogni zes the inmportance of good nutrition to
each pupil's educational performance and directs that needy pupils be
provided with lunch at reduced rates or free of charge.

Pupils shall be eligible for free or reduced rate neals who woul d not
ot herwi se recei ve proper nourishment. The Board designates the schoo
nurse to determne, in accordance with standards issued annually by the
State Departnent of Education, the pupils eligible for free or reduced
rate meal s.

The Superintendent shall annually notify all interested persons in the
school district of the availability, eligibility requirenents, and
application procedures for free and reduced rate neals by the

di stribution of an application for such neals to the fanmily of each
pupil enrolled in the district, by placing a notice in the Board's

of ficial newspaper, and by inform ng appropriate nunicipal agencies and
comuni ty organi zations.

A parent(s) or legal guardian(s) who so requests shall be given an
application formand at |east two weeks to prepare and submit the form
Where necessary, the Principal or the Principal's designee shall assist
the applicant in the preparation of the form The pupil's eligibility
shal |l be determi ned and the applicant shall be notified of that
determination in witing within ten working days of the receipt of the
application. Any pupil found eligible shall be offered free or reduced
rate neals i mediately and shall continue to receive such neals during
t he pendency of any inquiry regarding his/her eligibility.

A denial of eligibility for free or reduced rate nmeals shall be in

writing and shall include the reasons for which eligibility was denied,
notice of the applicant's right to appeal the denial, and the
procedures for appeal. Appeal procedures shall include a hearing, held

wi th reasonabl e pronptness and at the conveni ence of the applicant and
before a hearing officer other than the school official who denied the
application; the applicant's opportunity to be represented by counsel
a decision rendered pronptly and in witing; and an opportunity to
appeal the decision of the hearing officer to the School Business

Admi ni strator/Board Secretary.

The identity of pupils who receive free or reduced rate neals will be
protected, and they shall not be required to work in consideration for
recei ving such neals.

The Superintendent shall develop regulations to inplenment this policy
and shall seek out and apply for such federal, state, and local funds
as may be applied to the district's programof free and reduced rate
neal s.
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