5610 SUSPENSI ON

The Board of Education recogni zes that even the tenporary excl usion of
a pupil fromthe educational programof this district is a severe
sanction and one that cannot be inposed w thout due process.

For the purposes of this policy, "suspension" neans the tenporary
renoval of a pupil fromthe regular instructional program and includes
renoval of a pupil froma place of instruction to another |ocation
within the school; "short term suspension” means a suspensi on of not
nore than five days; and "long term suspensi on" nmeans a suspensi on of
nore than five days.

No pupil otherw se eligible for attendance shall be renoved fromthe
instructional programto which he/she has been assigned unl ess that
pupi|l has materially and substantially interfered with the mai nt enance
of good order or renmoval is necessary to protect the pupil's physica
safety or enotional well-being.

Any pupil convicted or found to be delinquent for possessing a firearm
on school property, on a school bus, or at a school -sponsored function
or conmitting a crime while possessing a firearmshall be inmrediately
renoved fromthe school's regul ar educational programfor a period of
not |ess than one cal endar year and placed in an alternative education
school or program pending a hearing before the Board of Education to
renove the pupil in accordance with Policy No. 5611

Any pupil who conmits an assault, as defined pursuant to N J.S. A
2C.12-1, upon a pupil, teacher, admnistrator, Board nenber, or other
school district enployee, with a weapon other than a firearm on schoo
property, on a school bus, or at a school -sponsored function nust be

i medi ately renoved fromthe school's regul ar education program and
placed in an alternative education school or program pending a hearing
before the Board of Educati on.

Any pupil who conmits an assault, as defined pursuant to N. J.S A

2C: 12-1, upon a teacher, adninistrator, Board nenber, or other schoo
district enployee, acting in the performance of his duties in a
situation where his authority to so act is apparent, or as a result of
the victims relationship to an institution of public education in New
Jersey, not involving the use of a weapon or firearm shall be

i mredi ately suspended from school consistent with procedural due
process pendi ng suspension or expul sion hearings before the Board.

VWhenever a teacher, adm nistrator, Board nmenber, school district

enpl oyee or a | abor representative on behalf of an enpl oyee makes an
allegation in witing that the Board nmenber or enpl oyee has been
assaulted by a pupil, the Principal shall file a witten report with

t he Superintendent. The Superintendent, upon receiving such report
shal |l report the alleged assault to the Board at the next regul ar Board
neeting; provided the nane of the pupil who allegedly conmtted the
assault; although it may be disclosed to the Board nenbers, shall be
kept confidential to the public at the Board neeting. A person failing
to file a report of an alleged assault may be liable to disciplinary
action.

A pupil nmay be suspended only by the Building Principal, who shal



report any suspension to the Superintendent as soon as possible. The
Superi ntendent shall report the suspension to the Board at its next
regul ar neeting.

The suspended pupil may be reinstated by the Principal within five days
of the suspension, or by the Superintendent at any tinme before the
second neeting of the Board foll owi ng the suspension, or by the Board
of Education at the first meeting follow ng the suspension, except that
no pupil suspended for reasons of assault upon a person in authority
may be reinstated before the Board has held a hearing, within twenty-
one cal endar days of the suspension, to consider that pupil's expul sion
fromschool. At its second regular neeting after the suspension and
thereafter, the Board al one may reinstate the pupil or continue the
suspensi on.

No pupil shall be suspended fromthe public schools of this district

wi t hout notice of the charges nmade agai nst hinml her and an opportunity
to be heard before the person or body with the authority to reinstate.
Every pupil for whom a suspension of any length is contenplated will be
afforded an informal hearing before a suspension is ordered, except
that the infornmal hearing may be del ayed by not nore than five days
when extraordinary circunstances involving the health and safety of the
pupil or others in the school require the pupil's i mediate renoval.

A pupil removed fromthe instructional programfor a |ong-term
suspensi on shall be offered the opportunity for a formal hearing, which
shal |l take place not later than twenty-one cal endar days after the
suspension occurs. The first fornal hearing will be before the
Superintendent; a pupil who so requests will then be granted a hearing
bef ore the Board.

A pupil who requests a formal hearing shall be readmtted to the
regul ar instructional program pending the outcone of the hearing,
except when the Superintendent deternines that the presence of the
pupil in school poses such a danger to himherself or to others as to
war rant continued renoval .

The formal hearing shall include witten notice to the pupil of the
date, place, and tinme of the hearing; witten notice to the pupil of
the specific charges against the pupil; an opportunity for the pupil to

be heard in his/her own behalf and to cross-exani ne adverse wi tnesses;
representation by the pupil's counsel; a witten record of the hearing
and a copy of the transcript of the proceedings; and a neans by which
the pupil may appeal the outconme of the hearing to the next highest
adm nistrative authority. Hearings will be held in private, except
that a pupil may request and the Board may, in its discretion, grant a
public heari ng.

A pupil suspended fromthe schools of this district shall receive
i ndi vi dual home instruction or be assigned, on the recomendati on of
the Superintendent, to an alternative educational program

Pupils with disabilities shall be suspended when necessary in
accordance with Policy No. 2460 and Regul ati on No. 2460. 6.

The records of a pupil disciplined by suspension will be expunged in
accordance with Policy and Regul ation No. 8330. Al record of a



suspension will be inmediately expunged if the pupil is found innocent
of the charges levied. The nane of a disciplined pupil under the age
of eighteen years will not appear in the agenda or mnutes of a public
meeting or in any public record of this district; any such pupil wll

be desi gnated by code.

N. J. S A 18A: 37-1 et seq.
N. J. A C 6A: 14-2.8 et seq.
20 U.S. C 1415
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