5116 EDUCATI ON OF HOVELESS CHI LDREN

The Board of Education will adnmit and enroll honel ess children in
accordance with State | aws and New Jersey Admi nistrative Code. The
Board of Education adopts this policy to be in conpliance with | aw and
Code to ensure the enroll nent of honeless children in school and to
respond to appeal s nade by parent(s) or |egal guardian(s) or other
parties related to their enroll nent.

The district will determine a child is honel ess when he or she resides
in a publicly or privately operated shelter designed to provide
tenporary |living accomvbdations, including: hotels or notels;
congregate shelters, including donestic violence and runaway shelters;
transitional housing; and homes for adol escent nmothers. A child is

al so determi ned honel ess when he or she resides in a public or private
pl ace not designated for or ordinarily used as a regul ar sl eeping
accommodati on, including: cars or other vehicles excluding nobile
hones; tents or other tenmporary shelters; tenporary shelters provided
to mgrant workers and their children on farmsites; and the residence
of relatives or friends with whomthe honeless child is tenporarily
resi ding out of necessity because the famly |lacks a regular or

per manent residence of its own.

The district of residence for a honeless child is responsible for the
education of the child and will assune all responsibilities as required
in NJ.AC 6A17-2.4 et seq. The district of residence is the
district in which the parent(s) or |egal guardian(s) |last resided prior
to becom ng honeless. The district liaison for the education of

honel ess children is Supervisor of Special Services. The liaison wll
facilitate comuni cation and cooperation between the district of

resi dence and the district where the honeless child is tenmporarily
residing and will devel op procedures to ensure that a honel ess child
tenporarily residing in the district is enrolled and attendi ng schoo
pursuant to N.J. A C. 6A 17-2.6.

When a honeless child is living tenmporarily in the school district, the
district liaison, upon receiving notification fromthe parent(s) or

| egal guardi an(s), the Department of Hunan Services, a shelter

director, an involved agency, or a case manager, will notify the
[iaison of the district of residence within twenty-four hours of the
notification. Upon notification of the need for enrollment of a

honel ess child, the liaison in the district of residence will

coordi nate enrol |l nent procedures inmedi ately based upon the best
interest of the child pursuant to N.J.A C. 6A:17-2.6(h).

The Superintendent or designee of the district of residence shal
decide the district of enrollnent of the honeless child in accordance
with NN.J. A C 17-2.6 et seq.

Unl ess parental rights have been termi nated by a court of conpetent
jurisdiction, the parent(s) or |legal guardian(s) retains all rights
under N.J. A C. 6A 17-2.1 et seq.

If a dispute occurs regarding the determ nation of honel essness, the
Superi ntendent of the involved district(s) or the parent(s) or |ega
guardi an(s) of the child nust imrediately notify the County
Superi nt endent of Schools, who will decide the status of the child



within two working days. |If a dispute remai ns between the parent(s) or
| egal guardi an(s) and/or the districts foll owing the County
Superintendent's determ nation, the parent(s) or |egal guardian(s) or

t he invol ved Board(s) of Education nay appeal to the Comn ssioner of
Education for determination pursuant to N.J. A C. 6A 3 et seq.

If the district is designated as the district of residence and disputes
such designation, or where no designation can be agreed upon by
districts, the Superintendents of the involved districts shal

i medi ately notify the County Superintendent of Schools who will make a
determination within two working days. The district rmay appeal the
County Superintendent's determnation to the Departnent of Education
pursuant to N.J. A C 6A 23-5.2(d), (e), and (f).

If a dispute occurs regarding the determ nation of the district of
enrol Il nent nade by the district of residence, the Superintendent of the
district of residence shall imediately notify the County

Superi ntendent of Schools. The County Superintendent will determne
within two working days where the child shall be enrolled based on the
child' s best interest pursuant to N.J. A C 6A 17-2.6(b). |If the County
Superintendent's decision is disputed, the Departnment of Education
shal | provide for nmediation in accordance with N. J. A C 6A: 17-2.8(c) 1.

A dispute or appeal will not delay the honel ess child' s i mediate
entrance into school. The honeless child will be enrolled in the

di strict designated by the County Superintendent pending resol ution of
the dispute or appeal. Disputes and appeal s involving the services
provided to a honmeless child with educational disabilities will be made
pursuant to N. J. A C. 6A 14.

Fi nanci al responsibility, including the payment of tuition for the
horel ess child, will be in accordance with N.J.A C. 6A 17-2.9 et
seq. The district of residence shall list the child on its annua
Application for State School Aid (ASSA) pursuant to N J.S. A 18A: 7F-33
for as long as the parent(s) or |egal guardian(s) remai ns honel ess and
the child is enrolled in another school district. |If a district of
resi dence cannot be determined for a honeless child or if a district of
residence is outside of the State, the State will assunme fisca
responsibility for the tuition of the child pursuant to N J.S A

18A: 7B-12(d). The State will pay the tuition, in accordance wth
N.J.A C 6A17-2.9(c)l., to the school district in which the child is
currently enrolled for as long as the child and his or her parent(s) or
| egal guardi an(s) remain honel ess.

N.J.A C. 6A17-2.1 et seq.
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