3218 SUBSTANCE ABUSE

The Board of Education recogni zes that chem cal dependency is an
illness which is preceded by the m suse and/or abuse of al cohol
anabolic steroids, and other drugs. The Board recognizes that the
use/ m suse of al cohol, anabolic steroids, and other drugs, and the
probl ens associated with it, are becom ng increasingly commonplace in
today's society. It is generally accepted that al coholism and ot her
chemi cal dependencies are illnesses that can be treated successfully if
they are identified as early as possible, and if appropriate treatnent
is pronptly instituted. The Board believes that the therapeutic
approach to the problemis nore effective than one which is solely
punitive in nature.

For purposes of this policy, "substance" shall nean:

1. Al'l controlled dangerous substances as defined and prohibited in
New Jersey Statutes and Codes;

2. Al'l chemical s which rel ease toxic vapors as defined and
prohibited in New Jersey Statutes and Codes;

3. Al'l al coholic beverages; and
4, Anabol i ¢ steroids.
St andard of Conduct

The Board clearly prohibits the unl awful possession, use, or
distribution of illicit substances, drugs, alcohol, and/or anabolic
steroids on school prenises or as part of any of its activities by any
enpl oyee of the district as well as reporting to the workpl ace under
the influence of any illicit substances, drugs, alcohol, and/or
anabolic steroids. Conpliance with this standard of behavior is
mandat ory.

The Board will nmake every effort to educate its enpl oyees regarding the
m suse of illegal substances, alcohol, drugs, and anabolic steroids.
Further, the Board will assist and provide gui dance to an enpl oyee who
i s having a probl em concerning the abuse of these substances on how to
receive additional help and counseling.

Pr ogram Revi ew

The Board shall review its substance abuse program on a biennial basis
to determine its effectiveness and inpl enent changes as required and to
ensure that disciplinary sanctions are consistently enforced.

Any information gathered through a school investigation, counseling
sessi on, request by an enployee for help, etc., shall conply with the
confidentiality requirenents established in Federal regulations found
in 42 CFR Part I1. Enployees shall be subject to procedures and
sancti ons defined in Regul ation No. 3218. Al enployees shall be
provided with a copy of this policy and the acconpanyi ng regul ations.
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