2423 BI LI NGUAL AND ESL EDUCATI ON

The Board of Education will provide prograns of bilingual education,
English as a second | anguage (ESL), and English | anguage services for
pupils of Linmited English Proficiency (LEP) as required by | aw and
rules of the State Board of Education. Pupils of LEP are those pupils
whose native | anguage is other than English and who have such
difficulty speaking, reading, witing, or understanding the English

| anguage as to be denied the opportunity to | earn successfully in

cl assroonms where the | anguage of instruction is English.

Identification of LEP Pupils

The Board directs the conduct of a screening process to deternine the
nati ve | anguage of each pupil who enters the school district. A census
shal | be naintai ned of all pupils whose native |anguage is other than
English. The English | anguage proficiency of each pupil whose native

| anguage is not English shall be determned by a review process that
considers the results of an English | anguage proficiency test, the
pupil's level of reading in English, the pupil's previous acadenic
performance, the results of standardized tests in English, and the
reports of teachers responsible for the pupil's education

Program | npl enent ati on
The district shall provide a program

1. VWenever there are one or nore but fewer than ten LEP pupils
enrolled in the district, services in addition to the regular schoo
programthat are designed to inprove English | anguage proficiency in
accordance with N. J.S. A 18A: 35-15 et seq.

2. Whenever there are ten or nore LEP pupils enrolled in the
district, an ESL programthat neets the requirenents of law for a
t horough and efficient system of education in accordance with

N J.S. A 18A:35-15 et seq.; and

3. Whenever there are twenty or nore LEP pupils in any one | anguage
classification, a programof bilingual education shall be provided.
VWere the age, grade, or geographical distribution of LEP pupils makes
a full-time bilingual programinpractical, the Board may offer an
alternative bilingual education program provided that program has been
approved or a waiver for the alternative program has been requested and
approval has been granted by the Departnent of Education

The bilingual program shall include instruction, by appropriately
certified teaching staff nembers, in all the subjects required by |aw
and offered to English speaking pupils. Were verbalization is not
essential to understanding, pupils of limted English proficiency shal
participate in classes with English speaking pupils. The bilingua
curricul um nust be approved by the Board, and pupils enrolled in the
bilingual or ESL prograns shall be offered all the support services and
activities available to other pupils in this district.

Bi | i ngual Program Exit

Pupils enrolled in the bilingual, ESL, or English |anguages services



program shall be reviewed for readiness to function successfully in an
English-only program The process to determ ne the readi ness or
inability of the individual pupil to function successfully in the
English-only programshall be initiated by the pupil's |evel of English
proficiency as neasured by the State established cut-off score on an
Engl i sh | anguage proficiency test, and the readi ness of the pupil shal
be further assessed on the basis of nultiple indicators which shall, at
a mnimum include classroom performance, the pupil's reading |evel in
English, the judgment of the teaching staff nenmber or nenbers
responsi ble for the education of the pupil, and performance on

achi evenent tests in English. A pupil should not ordinarily remain in
a bilingual education programfor nore than three years.

A parent(s) or legal guardian(s) may renove a pupil who is enrolled in
a bilingual education programat any tine; except that during the first
three years of a pupil's participation in a bilingual education
program parent(s) or legal guardian(s) nmay only renove the pupil at
the end of each school year. |If during the first three years of a
pupil's participation in a bilingual education program a parent(s) or
| egal guardian(s) w shes to renove the pupil prior to the end of each
school year, the renoval mnust be approved by the County Superintendent
of Schools. The parent(s) or |egal guardian(s) may appeal the County
Superintendent's decision to the Comm ssioner of Education if the
County Superintendent determ nes the pupil should remain in the

bi | i ngual education programuntil the end of the school year

An exited pupil may reenter the bilingual programif his/her teacher
determ nes that the pupil's failure to progress is caused by an
inability to communi cate, understand, or conprehend in English and the
pupi|l scores bel ow the cutoff score on a | anguage proficiency test
other than that used to assess the pupil's readiness for exit. Unless
wai ver is granted by the County Superintendent, the reentry test will
be adninistered only after one full senester in the English-only
programand within two years after the pupil's exit fromthe bilingua
program

When the exit review process is conpleted, the pupil's parent(s) or

| egal guardi an(s) shall be infornmed by nail of the placenent

determ nation. A parent(s) or |legal guardian(s), or teaching staff
menber who di sagrees with the proposed pl acenent may appeal the
decision in witing to the Superintendent, who will provide a witten
explanation for the decision within fifteen worki ng days. The
conpl ai nant nay appeal the Superintendent's decision in witing to the
Board, which will respond in witing within fifteen cal endar days. A
conpl ai nant not satisfied with the Board' s explanation nmay appeal to

t he Conmi ssi oner of Education

Par ental | nvol venent

The parent(s) or legal guardian(s) of a pupil of limted English
proficiency will be notified, in accordance with law N. J. A C. 6A 15-
1.13, of the pupil's enrollnent of the fact that their pupil has been
identified as eligible for enrollnent in a bilingual, or ESL or English
| anguage services education program Notice shall be given no |ater
than ten days after the enrollnent and shall include a statement of the
parent or |egal guardian's right of review and appeal



Parent (s) or legal guardian(s) shall receive progress reports in the
sanme manner and frequency as those sent to parents or |egal guardians
of other pupils.

Parent (s) or legal guardian(s) of pupils of Iimted English proficiency
will be offered opportunities for involvenent in the devel opment and
revi ew of program objectives. A parent(s) or |egal guardi an(s)

advi sory committee on bilingual education shall be forned and shall be
convened at |east four tines annually.

Program Pl an
The Superintendent shall prepare a plan for bilingual instruction, ESL

and English | anguage services for approval by the Board and the County
Superi nt endent .

.S A 18A: 35-15 et seq.
A C 6A: 15-1.1 et seq.
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